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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 4, 5, 7, 12, 13, 14,15, 17, 18 and 19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) 
as being anticipated by Hibino (US Patent 5,694,618). 

Regarding Claim 4, Hibino discloses a printing apparatus consisting of a printer 
control program (see Col.1, Line 18-24) for creating (see Col.2, Line 12-25) and saving 
(see Col.3, Line 21-35) print control settings. The printing apparatus has the capability 
to retrieve (see Col.4, Line 25-33), select (see Col.2, Line 17-22), display (see Col.4, 
Line 25-33), update (see Col.6, Line 5-8) and save (see Col.3, Line 24-34) available or 
desired control settings. Hibino also discloses selecting a printer associated with the 
printer control program (see Col.7, Line 21-22). 

Regarding Claim 5, Hibino discloses the use of a computer to execute the printer 
control program (see Col.1 , Line 42-46). 

Regarding Claim 7, Hibino discloses retrieving available control settings from at 
east one printer (see Col.4, Line 22 -33). 

Regarding Claim 9, Hibino discloses displaying retrieved control settings in 
graphical user interface format (see Fig.1 and Col.2, Line 1-11). 

Regarding Claim 12, Hibino discloses a printing apparatus consisting a printer 
conformed to the stored control settings stored in a printer (see Fig.1 (1) and Col.2, Line 
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10-11) and a printer control program for retrieving control settings from a printer (see 
Col.4, Line 25-33), saving the control settings (see Col.3, Line 24-30), downloading the 
control settings (see Col.3 Line 65 - Col.4, Line 8) and updating the control settings 
(see Col.6, Line 5-15). 

Regarding Claim 13, Hibino discloses a printer control program that is resident in 
the memory of a printer (see Col.3, Line 24-29). 

Regarding Claim 14, Hibino discloses a storage media for receiving control 
settings from the printer control program (see Col.3, Line 24-34). 

Regarding Claim 15, Hibino discloses a storage media for providing a printer 
control program with control settings to download from (see Col.3, Line 34-34). 

Regarding Claim 17, Hibino discloses the use of a computer to execute the 
printer control program (see Fig.1 and Col.1 , Line 12-14). 

Regarding Claim 18, Hibino discloses a printing apparatus consisting of a central 
processing unit for executing the printer control program (see Fig.2 (7)), a storage 
media for storing a printer control program (see Fig.2 (10)), a display device for 
displaying the control settings retrieved (see Fig.2 (4)), an input device for selecting 
desired control settings from a printer (see Fig.2 (5)) and a communication link for 
communicating with a printer (see Fig.2 (2)). 

Regarding Claim 19, Hibino discloses a function for manipulating the control 
settings of a printer (see Col. 2, Line 17-22). 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claim 1 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Kimber et 
al. (US Patent 5,371,837) in view of Bryant et al. (US Patent 4,846,597). 

Regarding Claim 1, Kimber discloses a printing apparatus that consists of using 
a printer control program for determining selected control settings for a printer (see 
Col. 3, Line 50-Col.4, Line 3), saving the selected control settings to a media storage 
device (see Fig. 3 and Col.4, Line 32-37) and restoring control settings (see Col. 5, Line 
48-55). Kimber, however, fails to expressly disclose the use of a printer control panel to 
select the control settings. 

Bryant discloses using a control panel of a printer to select the control settings of 
the printer (see Col. 2, Line 42-54). 

Kimber and Bryant are combinable because they are from the same field of 
endeavor, namely printing apparatus. At the time of the invention, it would have been 
obvious for one skilled in the art to incorporate Bryant's use of the control panel to the 
method described in Claim 1 . The motivation for doing would be to allow a workstation 
user within a network to have more flexibility in terms of configuring one or more printers 
available in the network. This would allow the user to avoid using a host or controlling 
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computer to configure one or more printers, and thus save time in situations where the 
user is away from the host computer. 

Claim 2 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Kimber et 
al. (US Patent 5,371 ,837) in view of Bryant et al. (US Patent 4,846,597), and in further 
view of Chiles et al. (US Patent 6,167,567). 

Regarding Claim 2, Kimber and Bryant discloses the method as described in 
Claim 1 above. Kimber further discloses using a printer control program to restore the 
selected control settings for a printer (see Col.3, Line 51-54 and Col. 5, Line 48-55). 
Kimber and Bryant, however, fail to expressly disclose a method to update a printer 
firmware consisting of downloading saved selected control settings from a media 
storage device and updating the printer with the selected control settings. 

Chiles discloses a method to update a printer firmware (see Col.5, Line 1). The 
method also consists of downloading saved selected control settings from a media 
storage device and updating the printer with the control settings (see Fig. 2 (230), Col.3, 
Line 35-46 and Col.4, Line 32-42). 

Kimber, Bryant and Chiles are combinable because they are from the same field 
of endeavor, namely printing apparatus. At the time of the invention, it would have been 
obvious for one skilled in the art to use a printer control program to update a firmware, 
download, restore and update saved control settings to a printer. The motivation for 
doing so would be to eliminate manual printer configuration by a workstation user or a 
network administrator. The automation of printer configurations would be less time 
consuming. 



Application/Control Number: 09/966,61 9 Page 6 

Art Unit: 2622 

Claim 3 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Kimber et 
al. (US Patent 5,371,837) in view of Bryant et al. (US Patent 4,846,597), and in further 
view of Ueda (US Patent 5,742,742). 

Regarding Claim 3, Kimber and Bryant discloses the method as described in 
Claim 1 above. Kimber further discloses that a printer can be selected within a network 
(see Col.1 , Line 42-49) and a means to update a printer with selected saved control 
settings (see Col.3, Line 60-Col.4, Line 7). Kimber and Bryant, however, fail to 
expressly disclose a printing apparatus that consists of a control panel and a means to 
transfer control settings to a printer. 

Ueda discloses a printing apparatus that consists of a control panel (see Col. 5, 
Line 30-34) and a means to transfer control settings to a printer (see Col.2, Line 9-15). 

Kimber, Bryant and Ueda are combinable because they are from the same field 
of endeavor, namely printing apparatus. At the time of the invention, it would have been 
obvious for skilled in the art to use a control panel to select a printer in a network to 
transfer and update saved control settings to. The motivation for doing so would be to 
create a less time consuming method for configuring printers in a network. Manual 
printer configurations can be avoided. 

Claim 6 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Hibino 
(US Patent 5,694,618) in view of Kulakowski et al. (US Patent 6,229,621). 

Regarding Claim 6, Hibino discloses the method as described in Claim 4 above 
but fails to expressly disclose a means for selecting a group of printers. Kulakowski, 
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however, discloses a means for selecting multiple printers in a network environment 
(see Col.2, Line 63- Col.3, Line 3). 

Hibino and Kulakowski are combinable because they are from the same field of 
endeavor, namely printing apparatus. At the time of the invention, it would have been 
obvious for one skilled in the art to add the capability of selecting multiple printers in a 
network environment for printer configurations. The motivation for doing so would be to 
allow a workstation user or a network administrator to configure multiple printers with 
the same desired control settings simultaneously. This would reduce time in configuring 
the printers as oppose to configuring each one individually. 

Claim 8 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Hibino 
(US Patent 5,694,618) in view of Kimber et al. (US Patent 5,371 ,837). 

Regarding Claim 8, Hibino discloses the method as described in Claim 4 above 
but fails to expressly disclose a means of retrieving available control settings from a 
database storage. Kimber, however, discloses print control setting retrieval from a 
database storage (see Col.4, Line 7-19). 

Hibino and Kimber are combinable because they are from the same field of 
endeavor, namely printing apparatus. At the time of the invention, it would have been 
obvious for one skilled in the art to create a method to retrieve available control settings 
from database storage. The motivation for doing so would be allow multiple printers 
within a network easy access to the control settings. At times, the storage for the 
settings can be too large for the media storage in each individual printer in the network 
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to hold. Thus, this method would improve both the retrieval procedure and the control 
settings storage in a network environment. 

Claims 9, 10, 16 and 20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Hibino (US Patent 5,694,61 8) in view of Chiles et al. (US Patent 
6,167,567). 

Regarding Claim 9, Hibino discloses the method as described in Claim 4 above 
but fails to expressly disclose a means to update the control settings in a predefined 
schedule. Chiles, however, discloses a method to update the control settings in a 
predefined schedule (see Col.4, Line 32-42). 

Hibino and Chiles are combinable because they are from the same field of 
endeavor, namely printing apparatus. At the time of the invention, it would have been 
obvious for one skilled in the art to have a printer control program to perform control 
settings update on a predefined schedule. The motivation for doing so would be to allow 
one or more printers that have had their control settings changed by workstation users 
be reset or updated with the stored settings. The settings used by previous workstation 
users may not suit most of the users in the network environment. Thus, it is necessary 
to have control settings update on a predefined schedule. 

Regarding Claims 10, 16 and 20, Hibino discloses the method and systems as 
described in Claims 4, 12 and 17 above but fails to expressly disclose a means to 
automatically update the control settings following a firmware upgrade. Chiles, however, 
discloses a means to automatically update the control settings following a firmware 
upgrade (see Col.1, Line 7-11 and Col.3, Line 1-5). 
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Hibino and Chiles are combinable since they are from the same field of 
endeavor, namely printing apparatus. At the time of the invention, it would have been 
obvious for one skilled in the art to create a method to automatically update the printer 
control settings following a firmware upgrade. The motivation for doing so is to ensure 
the predefined or new control settings are restored to the printer following a firmware 
upgrade since the control setting will be lost during the upgrade process. This would 
also eliminate the need for manual configurations following a firmware upgrade. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Vu B. Hang whose telephone number is (571) 272-0582. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday, 9:00am - 6:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Edward L. Coles can be reached on (571) 272-7402. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703- 
872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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